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It began with my musing upon the term ^semantic scanner” I had 
applied to that thing on the cover last issue, seemed to me that 
the name had come from Raymond Jones’ classic aSF-tale, where it 
was used to filter the gibberish coming from the battery of random 
typing printers. How, I mused, would one go about building a de­
vice to recognize words and reject random collections of letters? I 
presently encountered an article in Scientific American on the ap­
plication of information the cry to music which provided the answer?, 
(a) ’’load the dice” in'favor of-intelligible combinations and (by 
provide a feedback loop, which; uses information concerning the pre­
ceding letter in determining which subsequent choice to make. ...

So my F’ifty~Million-Monkey Machine consists pf a randomly sele­
cting mechanism 'plus a device for limiting the. set from which the 
selections are’made,’ as well as insuring that the letters are cho­
sen in the same relative frequency; aS they normally occur in the 
English language*

For the. necessary statistical data, j* counted the letter s®- • 
quences in-a passage from whitehead’s ’’Adventures pf Ideas”, and a­
nother- passage from ’’Fundamentals of Telephony”',-'•figuring that the 
two prose styles were as near opposite poles of the language as one 
could reasonably get. JI then computed the probabilities for ..each ; 
letter of the alphabet tp follow each other letter in all the .com*. . 
biriations I had observed (which was only a -.small percentage of the 
theoretically, possible sequences), expressed the result as a three 
place decimal for each "of the two. prose, passages, and. averaged the 
results, which were, fairly consistent, showing that., the theory was 
valid. Applying the final percentages to a scale'of 1-53 I.constrr 
ucted the table shown on the next. page. This constitutes.; the ”mem- 
ory” of my computer. .. .. : ;

The random-selecting'mechanism consists of; a deck of cards in­
cluding the joker* And the;seanning-and-printihg function is taken 
care of by a pencil in the hand of you. (With a couple months’ la­
bor and a couple hundred bucks! could build the whole gadget, but 
it hardly seems worth the trouble, and while including you (or me ) 
in the circuit slows up the whole operation considerably, it does 
make the whole device suitable for SAPS publication.)

After completing the design,. I shuffled my cards (the same deck 
I used for the psi experiments awhile back -- do you think I’d do 
anything so mundane as play games with .’em?) and put the Fifty-MH- 
lion-Monkey-Machine into operation.

.. ' ■ GLORY- - . • • • : - '■ ' •
it began. ’’Mighod!” I said, ”gaye i-made contact .with Jones’ super.; 
universe already?” But it was- just beginners’ luck4 for with add­
itional selections written down it read GLORY-MPELUIOF-AMSTERING etc.
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HEARTS A B C D E F G H I K L' S’N 0 P R S T U V W X Y - HEARTS
Ace B A A E A I A A A W A A A C A A C A 1 A A A E A Ace

2 C A A EC I A A A W A A G F A A E A A A A A E A 2
3 C A A E C 0 A A C W A E C F A A E A A A A A E A 3
4 C E A E D 0 A A C W D E D F A A E A A A A A E A 4
5 DEA E D 0 E A F W D E D F AA E E A A A A E B 5
6 D E A E D 0 E A F W E E D F A A E E C A A A E B 6
7 E E A E D 0 E A G W E E E F A A H E C A A A E C 7
8 geaelyeagweeefaahecaaaec $ 
9 G E E E L X E A • 'L W E E E F A A I E C A A A E 0 9
10 I E E E L Y E A 1 W E E F F A .A I E C A A A E C 10

jack I E E E N Y E A M- W E EGFEBIHCEAAI C Jack
Queen I E E E N X E A M W E E G FE C L H C E A A I D Queen
King L E E E N - E E M W E E G L E G M H I E A A I E King

TOM- . . ....... - Diam­
onds ABODE F G .HI K L MN 0 PR S T V V W X Y - ONDS

Ace L E E E N - E EM - E E G MED 0 H L E A A I fc Ace
2 L E H E N - E E M - E E G M E D 0 H 1 E A A I F 2
3 L E H E N * E E N - E E G M H E 0 N L E A A I G 3
4 LLHEP-EEN-EEGMH EO H L E D A R G 4
5 LLHEF-EEN-EEGNHEOHLEDARI ‘ 5
6 L L H E Q - E E N - I E 0 N H E 0 H N E D A R I 6­
7 : M L H E R * 1 E N '* I E 0 N H E P H N E D A R I 7
8 M L HE R - I E N - I EO NHE PHNEDA R^I 8
9 M L H I R - L E N + I E S N H E P H N E E A R I 9
10 N L H I R - L E N J I E S N H E S H N E E A * J 10

Jack N 0 H I R - L E N - L I 3 N H E T H N E E A - M -Jack
Queen N 0 H I S - M E N -LI T N L E T I N E E A - M Queen
King . M 0 H U S - M E N - 1 I T N 1 E T I N E E A - N King

CLUBS AB C D E F G H I K X MN 0 PR S T U V W X Y CLUBS
Ace NO HU S - ME N - L t T N L G t I N t K T * 0 Ace -

2 N 0 H U S - R E N - L I T N L I T I P E E T - 0 2
3 N0 H U T - R E N - 0 I T N L I U I P E E T - 0 3
4 N 0 I U T - R E N * 0 I T N L K U I R EE T - 0 4
5 N 0 I U V 4 R E N - 0 I U R L R U I R E H T - 0 5
6 H 0 I V I - R E,.O - 0, M U R L S U I R E H T - 0 6
7 N 0 I V - - R E 0 - 0 M V R L S - I R E H T - P 7
8 P U I - * - R E 0 - T 0 V R L S - 0 R E H T - P 8 ’
9 R U I - - - R E 0 - U 0 - R L S - OR E H T - P 9
10 R U K - - - R I 0 - U 0 - R M T - 0 R E H T - R 10

jack R U K * - - R I 0 - U 0 - T M T - 0 S EI T * S Jack
Queen S u K - - - R I 0 - F 0 - T M T - R .3 E I T - S Queen
King S U K- - R 1 0 - V 0 •* T 0 U - S g E I T * S King

SPADES A B C DEF G HI K LMNO PR S.TU VW X Y - SPADES
Ace 3 U L - - - UIS - Y 0 -TO Y - 3 3 E N T * 3. Ace

2 T U L - - - U I 3 - Y p - U 0‘ Y - W S E N T - S 2
3 TUL--U I S - Y P - U 0 - S E N T - S 3
4 T U 0 - - ’ U I S - Y P - U 0 * - - S E 0 T - T 4
5 T VO - - - I I 3 - * P - U R - - - S.E 0 T - T 5
6 U V 0 - - - Y 0 S - - P - V R -■ - * SI 0 T - T o
7 u V T - - * - 0 S - - P - V R - - - S X 0 T - T 78 UVU-**-0S--P-WR--tSI0T-T 8
9 V V U-------OS-- S— WR----- SlOT-T 9 '
10 - V U - - - - R S - - S - W R  ---- S I 0 T - T 10

jack - V U ----- T * - S -•* T - - * S 0 * T - U jack .
Queen - - u ----- T----S - - T'------- T 0 - T - W Queen
King - - U---------- --  T---------U---T0-T-W King
joker - - U ---- - - - T - - - ---- U---TO-T-.W joker
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vzhich was more in line with my expectations. The results are usu­
ally pronouncable, but only occasionally resemble words. The fault 
lies in the fact that the'relative frequencies of letter-sequences 
are different for jletters at the end of a word than for those at 
the beginning, and thus the feedback circuit has to be a great chai 
more elaborate, so that, for instance, it will permit "ng” to oc­
cur at the end of a word, but not as the beginning of one.

However, the device is considerably more efficient than mere­
ly selecting letters of the alphabet at random, as you can prove 
by marking them on slips of paper and trying it.

Guess it’s not quite ready to produce automatic fanfiction as 
yet -- unless, perchance it’s writing the stuff in Martian’

... . HOWTO USE THE TABLES . ?
’ . .. t 1 ■■ ' ; ■■■■jl". ............................. ■■■■■■  t ■■■< . . :

Deal a card, write down the letter in that'card’s row in the 
column. For example, if it’s the jack of Clubs, you would set 

down an "S”. " ' ' ' . . ... -■ “ ' "■ ,

Deal another'card. .. say it’s the 7 of, Diamonds. The next let­
ter you write cb wri is the one opposite "7" in the Diamond table, & 
under the column lettered ’’S’’ --the previous letter you wrote. And 
so on,, until you decide you have more important ways to waste time.

■ If you’re wondering why there’s no "J", ’’Q" or ’*Z” column, the 
answer is that ”Q” has a 100^ probability of being followed by ’’U” 
so if you write go ahead and write "U” after it, and proceed as 
before. ’’J”. and ’’Z” have frequency percentages of less than 1/53 
wnich is the maximum limit of- sensitivity of my randomizing device 
so they-get overlooked entirely. Don’t worry about it. ■

By the way, if you don’t have a joker in your dedk, use the 
other 52 cards; it shouldn’t affect the results very seriously. •

Death of Qhivalry .
Most men follow Honor’s guide in seeking out their goals ■ 
But women, it is obvious, possess no sign of souls; •
And thus, in cunning artifice, and ruses without fail 
The female of the species far outshines the guileless male.

v/hen a woman seems so helpless in a world harsh and cruel 
it’s mainly since she knows that men are. child’s play to fool; 
Some gallant, eager gentleman will leap to help her.out: 
No matter how demure she seems, she knows what she’s about’

Sometimes it seems the women drive us frantic just for fun,' 
Amused by mere, male struggles with the troubles they’ve .begun; 
How very simple life would be without the female-. touch, ' •
And yet, somehow, without- ’em' I don’t think I’d-like it much’



or, thru darkest Bundle 34 with stout heart & gyrating gyrocompass

ANDERSON, her ZED: By golly I admire the patience it must have 
taken to affix those scintillating stars- to

40 or more copies of your zine! Clever, indeed* + Your cartoon 
and other decorative artwork is superb as always. .+ Best item 
of this issue was poul’s discussion of Ulysses as reflected in 
the beady orbs of Hollywood’s cameramen.

BALLARD, his OUTSIDERS: Tsk, wrai, you’re showing your fannish 
age by giving that squirrel a copy of 

glan to hold. Bet a goodly percentage of todays fen have never 
Heard of it. + I guess one reason fen stay in fandom is that 
after a while they absorb so much esoteric knowledge and slang 
that they can’t talk to non-fen without a cortico-thalamic pause 
before each remark to screen the fanspeak out of it. And SAPS 
in particular is a rather unique hobby in that you’re either ac­
tive in it or you’re out altogether — it’s difficult to coast 
on the fringes unless, like GMCarr, you can borrow the bundles, 
+ speaking of putting two copies of a singlesheet zine in a 
bundle, Aggie got three copies of Collector in hers last mail­
ing. We couldn’t figure out whether it was a mistake or whet­
her it had some subtle significance we failed to understand, +■ 
Fetish or not, Rotsler’s recent females are too topheavy for my 
esthetic sensibilities. Maybe he should outfit his women with 
uplift bras. + Speaking of egoboo, after recently meeting Ben 
Singer again for the first time in several years I feel i should 
publicize the fact that he is no longer the beanie-type fan of 
his younger days. Still a fannish type, but no moreso than the 
rest of us. And so another epoch of fandom ends, + jeeze you 
do beautiful mailing reviews, Wrai’

COSWAL, his KRUTZEN: Your habit of ending your zines on pag e 
1 is disconcerting, this not being japan.

I found your travel tale very interesting in spite of (or per­
haps because of) never having visited that part of the U.S. my­
self. Sounds like you work harder on your vacation than during 
the rest of the year’ + I was under the impression for a long 
while that the word was ’’potzrebie” until someone corrected me 
on it. + Your mailing comments were fine this time too, + Tsk 
did you get those travel folders from the same source you got 
”How to Read The Bible’’?

DEVORE, his COLLECTOR: Fine, lifelike, accurate cover. What 
did you do, spray-paint it? I’m fasci­

nated by the trend toward elaborate flair-type gimmicks on SAPS 
zines. Damned if I’d have the patience to tie all those nooses 
tho! + All material in the zine was eminently entertaining, & 
you have performed a valuable public service by reprinting the 
’’Over the River & Into The Trees” thing. Maybe they can intro­
duce it as evidence at Steve’s deportation hearing.



. D4a terialism ■ ■ / J
Everybody wishes for life’s little minor lacks
Like TV sets, and trips abroad, or maybe Cadillacs.; . ...
yes, most of them are.quite convinced their worlds would . .

. ’ ' ■ • . ' - • „ : ' soon turn sunny .
If they could only encompass a fair supply of money.

For those who deem possessing wealth a.cause for celebration 
And equally bemoan its lack- in pity and frustration, .
I must confess I cannot with their outlook quite agree, .
For I’d not take a million bucks for my philosophy;

I quite agree that wealth is great (a money-splendored thing) 
But I can live without it and the’gadgets it could bring, 
For, even lacking dollar bills, ’tis great to be alive... . 
But--er—now that you mention it, could someone.loan me five?

: Ui si on a ry ■ . 07
A star-begotten stroller looked aloft’ one summer night-, ' ■ . . 
With twitching tendrils?searching for the U.S. satellite; _ 
Anon the mundane world, regained his spaceward-slewed attention;.. 
Moral; neck-high clotheslines are the,devil’s .own invention!

Dis ill us 1 on me nt
Some women are a lot of fun, but love plays nasty tricks, 
And many a fan has found, alas, that sex and stf -don’t mix, ’ 
For when reading is the- hobby of a pert attractive miss, 
It often means no other passion can compete with this.

Most women get along quite well with few, if any, brains, 
(Or try to hide the ones they have; just why, no. one explains;) 
So it’s well you ..should remember, as you think of her with joy 
That your femmefan may in fact prefer Astounding to a boy.

DEVORE, his CAMPAIGN PROPAGANDA: Useful as well as ornamental, is 
Alger going to rejoin SAPS if you 

are elected OE? ■ ; ,7 : ' ■
DSVIS, his GHU SAPLEMENT: I am daunted by the complexity of your 

cover, even tho it didn’t print very well.
is it non^-represepbatiopAl $rt? + I don’t think fandom is getting 
younger; it’s merely that il. yqt(- sfay in it you get older and - the 
rest of the fen seem young by comparison. wasn’t it Gem Carr who 
made the immortal remark about the suprise of meeting fen in person 
being not that publishers, of matqre and serious fanzines turned out 
to be mere children,, but that so many whom she pictured as adolesc­
ents turned out to 'be middle-aged businessmen. + Mighod, I could 
see joining the Air Force, perchance, but who but a Ghuist would be 
so depsaved as to volunteer for the Navy? The very thought makes 
me seasick.



ENEY, his KEEBIRD: It’s Eney’s fault, but Share»s mimeo, fcppar- 
. .. . ently. + was it Nanshare who spread the er­
roneous report that the floods in' Stroudsburg last spring had 
washed away Doc’s dwelling, and later had to issue a hasty cor­
rection, since it turned out to be the house of a different Kel­
ler? + I dimly remember, as a child, watching the passing of 
Dillinger-’s funeral procession, tho on second thought it may 
have been the hearse of a different killer. ♦ Ghad, this sort 
of thing .seems contagious, as the coach said when he thought he 
saw his star athlete catch a.crab, later to find it was the oars 
of a different, sculler. + May we hope for an increase in the size 
of KEEBIRD-now that you have returned to occidental civilizaticn?

FIRESTONE, her NO NAME: • From a Murray Leinster novelet (can this 
be regarded as an authoritative source?)

I learned that the ancient Egyptians did use electroplating to 
coat metal objects. Only they used silver or gold for the base 
and deposited a layer of meteoritic iron on the surface, regard­
ing the latter as a sacred metal because of its supernatural or- 

’igin. + Lots of fascinating stuff in your zine this time, Eva.

ENEY, his SPY RAY OF SAPS: See what I mean by Rotsler’s breast 
fetish? + Tsk, Rich, I suspect you 

had a vast supply of postcards prestamped with your address and 
figured- it. would be simpler to get rid of ’em in SAPS than to 
paste address labels over ’em. Besides, there’s a law against 
making derogatory remarks on postcards (as distinct from the law 
against threatening letters). If you left japan immediately, ..& 
many SAPS answered this poll, life must be interesting for your 
unit mail clerk’ + The road to the patent office is paved with 
good inventions. + Toprate mailing comments, every one.

GERDING, her incomplete NANDU: This is the sort of thing that 
. dissuades me from ever trying to

publish a zine thru someone else’s mimeo. Tho I must admit that 
.Alger, Devore and Young never missed a mailing on the stuff they 
ran off for me, even when they had to do the stencilling! + Very 
fine artwork, the ffont ■ cover, in particular, is one cf the most 
attractive, in the bundle. *■ • • .......

HARNESS, his SAPROLLER: Enchanting comments, and you must de­
vote a staggering amount of ingenuity 

to devising the variant title lettering. As well as to solving 
stuff like Aggie’s coin problem. + What ever became cf Dianet­
ics? .

MASKED MARVEL, iVS PISTOL POINT: Alas, how the flighty have
L maullen! ' with all of back

SAPSdom to plagerize from, c^ri’b you do better than this? The 
illios were pleasing, but ugh, that text!

■OFFICIALDOM, her SPECTATOR: You know, Karen, this gets better 
J with each issue. Sad to think we

will soon have a brand.new qe to housebreak all over again!

They were going to burn the heretic at the stake for wear­
ing clerical garb, but they found he was a Huss of another collar.



PEATROWSKY, his SAPSYCHE: With a very colorful and appropriate co­
ver, too- + Yup, that’s the same Good­

man Ace of ’’Easy Aces*’ fame. 1 believe he writes scripts for quite 
a few of the TV and radio comedy shows nowadays, including Red Skel­
ton, Sid Caesar, and Goorgo vznats his name. + You bring up an inter­
esting point when you question whether hecto ink applied with a brush 
would reproduce on a ditto machine. The reason I always took it for 
granted that it would is that every time I bought a bottle of hec­
tograph ink, it was stuff labeled ’’Ditto ink” and why would it be 
called that if it wouldn’t work on the machine? Bob..Stein, the pi­
oneer dittoink artist, used all sorts of techniques in his work with 
the stuffjLbrush, airbrush, spatter, as-.well as pen-line. Thy bor­
rowing the issues of SW from weber (who I believe has ’em) which 

• .feature fullpage Stein covers and interior illios. + All your mail­
ing comments made enjoyable reading;:they do seem to have some of 
that easygoing Ballard quality, which is a~complimentFine zine.

I, my SPACEWARP: ' Much to my astonishment, I learned that several 
■ . of the Michifen had quite a time puzzling out the

message on the cover. Tsk, maybe it merely seemed obvious to me 
■ because I already knew the principle of the device. It would have 

helped if, as I’d intended, I could have put stars in the spaces 
- between words — but my plans for doing so ran afoul of the fact 

that the grill kept. catching under the.'points of the stars as it 
. turned. + Having pages of alternating color, I,found, tremendously 

complicates the reshuffling of material in making up a zine.

REMUS, his TALE FROM: What I can’t figure out, Fred, is why you 
.............. countersunk the eyes, or was it simpler than 

glue? Clever and'attractive, cover, by the way. + The sports car 
enthusiasts could get just about all of the features you list in 
your charming article by:buying a motorcycle. After all, unlike e­
ven the M-G’s and. their’ brethren, motorcycles have never imitated 
the decadent Detroit-practice of putting doors and windows on the 
original’classic design of horseless carriage.

RIKE, bis ClUNQUE:- Chuckle-some cover. + Toto’s mate, or at least 
her prospective mate, was Gargantua, the now­

deceased gorilla. you mean you’ve never seen a picture of Ringling 
Brotners’ Toto? She looks like a typical east coast femmefan. +
Whatever you use for machinegunning cattle, it had better pack a
real wallop. I participated in a cow-killing once where a sledge 
hammer, 3 rounds from a ;22 through the brain, and having its throat 
cut hardly dampened the cow’s ambition to drag us around the barn­
yard at all. One of Alger’s .760 Civil war rolling blocks might be 
a suitable weapon for the job. + There’s,’one slight drawback to 
explosive bullets of the type you propose for D^G’s rat’ hunters; a 
round with a percussion-type explosive of 'th?,t type would explode 
from the shock of the propelling charge, or are you feuding with 
Dean? + A very fine issue of CLUNQUE., Daye.

STEWARD, his INSURGENT: The trouble with Torture Garden is that 
it was written.back in the 193.0’3 when de­

scriptions of.that sort were the most fantastic the author could Im­
agine. After Dachau, Buchenwald, and the Chinese Communist POW camo 
accounts, TG seems pretty silly. + I guess it’s the GI influence 
that makes me notice, instantly and unfavorably, any male who needs 



a haircut. Most women look better with long hair, tho there are a 
few who manage to look charming with their hair cut short, tho not 
when they yield to the Italian influence and merely let it straggle. 
+ interesting mailing commentary you have here, tho I shudder to 
think of the horrible fate you have incurred by insulting Aggie.

WEBER, his CREEP #6: cover: I don’t quite grasp the situation. + 
The con article was fascinating, and almost 

makes me wish I’d been able to attend. But you didn’t mention any­
thing about cops or house detectives, and since no con is complete 
without intervention by the forces of law and order, this leads me 
to interpret your silence in the only possible way; that YOU were 
the victim of their interference this year! + The 96-acre antenna 
was no doubt a radio-telescope installation for study of intergal­
actic space. They’re springing up all over, apparently, mainly be­
cause it’s easier to build a 200-foot radio !fmirror” than a 200-inch 
optical mirror. The catch is that it’s hard to work out a method 
of tilting anything that big so as to get it pointed in the right 
direction. + your artwork throughout this zine was wonderful, some 
of the best cartoons that have appeared since Ray Nelson retired.

ALSO, his CREEP #7: Lovely cover, particularly the idea of topping 
the tree with a spaceship, which i didn’t no­

tice until the fifth or sixth time I read the zine. + After read­
ing Qera’s comment on my probability article, I’m wondering if she’s 
agreeing with me or disputing me? + Tsk, everything that Tarr has 
cited in nominating Shapiro for TAFF is long extinct, sic transit 
crifanac! + My solution to your exposed(?) film problem would be 
to cut a few inches from the strip and process it in your or some­
body’s darkroom. I realize that Kodachrome processing is not for 
amateurs to tackle, but you should get some kind of an image if the 
stuff has been exposed.

WANSBOROUGH, ’is SORRY SAP: Messages to ex-members aren’t very ef­
fectively distributed in the bundles, 

are they? + Tsk, I thought England was aswarm with femmefen?

WELLS, his JINX: Another notable addition to SAPS, it looks like.
At least this newcomer knows how to mimeo a read­

able zine. Artwcr k very fine.

YOUNG, his TAILGATE: An appropriately-named zine to wind up the 
mailing with. I presume the accent is on 

the first syllable? + is it true that you married Mary just to 
be sure of a steady soured of fanfiction for future issues of TAIL­
GATE? + I maybe should have my head examined, but after reading 
this mess I voted for George as our next 0E- It seemed the fannish 
thing to do.

Well, that winds up the last mailing reviews I expect to 
compose onstencil for quite a while to come, perhaps, I 
might add, having them written on paper from here on will 
improve theii' quality.

~t could bardly lessen it.



PR£D1C'I JON

S 21 ' 22 23 ' 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34
MAILING #

SAPS being notoriously unpredictable, if not downright eccentric, 
it’s no wonder most of my predictions fly wide of their goal, but 
the way you people sabotaged my prediction of 465 for Mig 33 was 
utterly ghastly. Look at the nosedive it makes in the bundle-size 
curve! whassamatta for you?

Nevertheless my optimistic slipstick 
and guess-&-bighod algebra insists that the Christmas mailing you 
are now holding will be not only better than Mig 33 (I shud hooe 
soj) but even better than the average trend of the past 13 bundles 
would indicate. In fact, (and I worked the problem twice just to 
see if I’d made a mistake somewhere) I predict a whopping...

481 pages

While the failure of the last bundle to approach predictedd 
size is disappointing, it’s not too much so, mainly since quantity 
and quality in SAPS bundles are only faintly correlated, and pos­
sibly inversely so at that. I haven’t the ambition at this time to 
devise a rating system to compare bundles qualitatively, though it 
is far from impossible. It has fascinating potentialities, since 
I could then predict two-dimensionally — in size as well as qual­
ity, and thus be spectacularly wronger than ever.

Maybe I’m too ambitious — I might be more successful if I 
tried merely to predict the size of Outsiders, say. Come to think 
of it, I sometimes have a hard time predicting even the size of SW 
until the final stencil is cut. And even then it’s influenced by 
non-mathematical factors such as the necessity for buying anoth­
er ream of paper if I add any more pages. Upon such irrelevant ob- 
cisions rests the mighty weight of egoboo.

Sic Transit Gloria cri- 
fanac!
— = x: = = =:=£ as = ===: = = = =: = = = = = = = = = = = = = — aaaxasssssssssssxxcssasss x = « as s xs as sssxxass

A pasture of fillies + A waggin of tail + Uh trip a’broads + This 
================= is an esoteric Time Magazine interlineation...

= = six x xxssxsxxasxxxasixxassxs-s = as S3 - x x X x x



Guess I told you that I made a ballistic pendulum, anyway for 
the last few weeks I’ve been pendulating it madly, measuring the ve­
locity of all manner of Remington Rolling Blocks and other odd-ball 
type arms. Very interesting though and it debunks a lot of popular 
ideas. For one thing, most factory loaded ammo tests 100 to 200
feet per second slower than ’’book” velocity. Guess this works on 
the same idea as speedometers that read 110 mph on 90 mph cars, on 
the other hand, most GI ammo tests fairly close to book value. Of

■ -course, t?ha Army wasn’t trying to sell their ammo, they just want­
' ' ed to know’hoW fast-the bullets were going.

In case you want to test your Inc. Genius on the idea, here 
is the math and a sketch of how the thing works. The critical fea­
tures are; weight of bob, rate or frequency of pendulum, and the 
bob must be so made that all the bullet stays in it. If any pieces 
of the bullet bounce back or splatter off, the reading will not be 
accurate.

Clothesline cord
10 ft long



In use, 1 fire from a ..est which is in line with the center of 
the bob, and about 30 ft. away. This is close enough to be sure of 
hitting with a pistol and far enough so that muzzle blast doesn’t 
push the bob enough to matter. The operation is thus: the bob is 
brought to rest and the slider (a 1/4” wood dowel) is brought into 
contact with the rear, in this position, the zero mark is at the 
end of the guide tube. A shot is fired into the bpb, through the 
center of the front board. The sand stops the bullet and the pack­
ed paper k^eps sand from coming out the hole. The bob swings back, 
pushing the slider through the guide tube.I measure the distance be­
tween the tero mark on slider and end of guide tube, which gives the 
distance the bob was swung back. I take from the can of shot on 
bob, shot in the exact weight of bullet I fired, to keep the bob
from gaining weight from the bullets fired into it. After bring­
ing to rest and pushing slider back to zero it is ready to go again.

1/2” 
plywood

1 qt tin can

Dfy Sand

4” x 36” steel pipe

. packedc 
paper A^'4^;^tead.

plywood

I use a steel rule marked in l/100ths of an inch for measuring 
slider travel and as long as it moves a reasonable distance, sev­
eral inches or more, the reading error is well under 1%.

Here is the formula for use*.

wv » (W+w)(a)(p)

w = weight of bullet in pounds (7000 grains = 1 pound)
W = weight of oob in pounds
V - velocity in feet per second 
a » distance moved in inches 
p = swings per minute divided by 114.7

As the weight of even the largest bullet is insignificant com­
pared with the weight of the bob (90 lbs in mine) I disregard it 
and use this formula, fcr simplicity;

wv - (W)(a)(i;



As W and p are constant for any one pendulum; bails down to this:
• , '■ • w*(wp)(a) . .•.-'■•r ;-

Sw^gs per minute‘means complete swings, to and fro. jwy pen~ 
aulum swings 17.5 times per minute and bob weighs 90 lbs# witn my 
outfit, the. average .military rifle gives a deflection between 4 and 

u Ji Jr«yoU wishto figure a velocity just for luck, the , 600 gram bullet m my *450 rifle gave a deflection of 13*06 inches* Take it from there. •■.-.••• ... . ■■ . . . ..

The size i made,- 90 lbs-and about 10 ft* long, is just about 
. igxit tor medium to; very heaivy calibers; as I said, the average mil­
itary r.oxe loads give a deflection of around 4 to 5' inches, the real 
heavy rifle calibers around 10 to 12 inches, a *50 MG round would 
give about 21-22 inches and that is just about the ultimate limit of 
what_ can be fired in a shoulder rifle. At the other end, big power- 

_ bandgun loads with heavy bullets, like the *45 Colt revolver and 
pistol etc., give deflections ranging from about 1.75” to 2.75” 

which is still ehough to measure with accuracy, ft is too heavy to 
eechtate re suit's with medium and light' "pocket” type pistols or 

.22 rifles^ For example, deflection with .22 rifles runs abound .36 
to *46”. A .38 special revolver, standard with most cops, would run 
aroupd 1-2-5". For <22»s and light pistols, a bob of around 10 to 20 
lbs would be best. ■ ' . • •' ■ /• ' ■ :

As I said, it is;. a; lot of fun and informative to know Just what 
• results you get with various loads and powders etc. one'thing, ' it 

sure explodes the.old story of a bullet knocking game ;off its feet „ 
Yh®ri. over the fact’ that a GI bullet1 will1 only move a’ free­

.. . y 90-lb weight about .4^5 incheb, you can. see how .touch chan®
. ! it Would- have of knocking- over a 1000-lb moose! so it seems those 

;vao credit "nerve-shock’’ or "tissue-destruction" for killing power 
must be right* whatever it is that makes a bullet effective. it sure 

' isn’t the •■physical blow. '■ U ' '■ '‘ ’ •• ■

I was pleased to find; that- on the average, my handlohds are.more 
uniform froto shot to shot than most- factory loads. All loads vary 
some; in a >30-06 or similar caliber, a spread; of; 40; cr 50 fps is 
ncrmal and even 100 fps isn’t1 too bad. ■ Another thing that showed 
up plainly is tbe" effect of temperature oh velocity.' typical mili­
tary smokeless powders are supposed to gain 1.7 fps per degree F as 
temperature goes up and lose the same amount as; it drops.) A batch 

; of 1938 FA M-l ammo I tried averaged 78 fps higher on a 95° day than 
• ^55® day. so there is .quite'a difference in performance of ammo

in hhe African desert or out on; the Arctic ide cap’ jn WW II the 
Germans1 made a special load for use in North Africa, to keep the 
pressure down to safe limits under the desert sun. (pressure rises 
much faster than velocity, with a rise in temperature), as gun safe­
ty depends '’h' peak pressure -a condition that could cause' the pressure 

. to go up I'.-J sharp pulF^ 'cbuld exceed safe limits without much rise in-velocity■■ ’ . - > .
. : . / Anyway;>it was a lot of fun to build'ahd use- the pendu-

- ium$ it saems^tb he at least as accurate" as the portable electronic 
■chronographs- sei?:.ng for |97,50..and it cost me around $5.00 to build* 
T. judge it is accurate to about-i%,-wh.\ch is good enough for pract­
ical purposes* it probably would be better if instead of .hanging on 

•*cords, it wciF. on wii^eA ,or r >dS with knife-edfee bearings to. svzing on.
’’ — MARTIN ALGER



Smoke Vistas
by Nangee 

>s-When smoke rings whirl, 
And swirl, and twirl, 

. What vistas they conjure!
■ They fascinate 

And captivate 
With sudden subtle lure,

I know too well 
Their spell, is hell 
And born of quiddity, 
yet they entwine 
And catch and bind 
With their cupidity.

They coil around, 
Surround, impound, 
With fairy, febrile hands, 
And like a pawn 
My soul is drawn

• By'these hypnotic strands.

- V '.My spirit sings,
■ . And' swings and wings' • ' ■

• ; Into a future realm',
• •••• Where silver ships 

Will' speed my trips 
With fancy at the helm.

Here comets trace 
■ ’ The face of space .

Outlining starry lanes, 
.. Where man may gaze

In awed amaze
Through cosmic windowpanes.

The vistas shift
And drift, and lift,- '
My heart is torn "with doubt. 
?Tears fill my eyes 
At dream’s demise, 
My cigarette 1$ out.

From STARLANES #6. 
Summer 1952



Not that I have a great deal of reliance to spare for my 
own predictions any more, but since the discredited one for 
Mig 34 appears in this issue, it seemed only fair to include 
an up-to-date extrapolation. As you can see, the inexorable 
laws of statistical probability indicate that Mig 35 should 
run about 420 pages. You hear that, SAPS? 420 pages] who 
do you think you are to fly in the face of the inevitable?

If you thinx this issue of SW is overloaded with arith­
metic., you’re so right, it’s not intentional; merely an in­
dication of a lack of inspiration. After all, it’s much easier 
to whip up a page of calculations than a page of Morgan Botts; 
at least for me it is. I promise to swear off math until I 
resume publication again, what I write for other SAPSzines 
during the interval will be non-numerical. (unless, of course, 
I run across something so fascinating that it demands to be 
brought to your attentionT peh.)

Tsk, need a filler here... 
well, I’ll try composing pnstencil notpoetry for once;

My interest in figures seems unshared by very many 
Who have never worked aquations and prefer to not 

work any;
So i’ll ad<4 a fervent footnote, ere this zine upon 

you palls;
The figures that attract me most are those of 

pretty gals’



In the ghastly dim gray dawn
The world’s workers rise and yawn 
And contemplate with thoughts unfunny 
Another day of earning money.

And few an interest will take 
in work until the coffee break 
While there are those within tke bunch 
Who simply drag along till lunch.

The haggard hours, tho endless, soon 
Drift into arid afternoon, 
At which all men perk up a bit, 
Anticipating time to quit.

It seems throughout the universe 
Work is the drinking classes’ curse, 
Which leads to the conclusion that 
It's great to be a plutocrat!

MSCKfJr;
A willful young bandit of Tucson
Was persuaded to try a new nucson
By neighbors of his;
Now take warning from this,
For tne same thing could happen to youcson’

To be an abstract artist may much better please the prudes, 
But you’ll find more fame and fortune simply painting barroom 

nudes
And tho the need for research makes of writing a tough racket, 
A novel’s sales depend more on the bosom on the jacket.

If earnest poets find their fate obscurity or worse, 
Simply build a reputation penning pornographic verse.
The moral of these maxims is; Success in our fair land 
Is strictly predicated on supplying a demand!

005 YAOS
Over this prpblem 
Cosmologists toil; 
is or is not space 
According to Hoyle?



POPULARJ'/Y
Wilbur H* MCQonnicle composed a tale of space,
Of nubile maidens kidnapped by a greenish lizard race, 
Of spacemen ’neath whose cynic snarls there thudded hearts of gold 
And silver ships and ion trails and planets dark and cold.

Now Wilbur H- MCGonnicle desired to pay his rent, 
And with his tale he did so (minus Forrie’s 10^) 
And Margulies had a cover drawn, to this wild tale connected 
(But very very loosely, as might well have been expected).

And many adolescents wrote enthuiastic praise
And said that reading Wilbur’s prose had brightened up their days. 
And that is the reason why many a chronicle 
Now pours from the typer of Will MCGonnicle.

PJRJMG LJME
It’s hardly a trifle to shoot off a rifle 
And get maggies drawers from the pit;
The coaties inform us the bulls are enormous 
And every round should be a hit.

gut cur head aches and rings, we are 
strangled in slings, 

And our elbows will not stay in place;
And the Top’s in a hurry, the sights are 

all blurry.
And our flinching is cause for disgrace.

The crosswind is gusty, the range is all dusty, 
The pitmen are sleeping or nuts;
But it’-s lovely to see how much better things be 
When we get a white disc from the butts’

The cover this issue is for the benefit of a young lady type 
SA.PS who prefers subtle intellectual type comic strips to such 
silly ones as Pogo. This should also demonstrate to her that 
I can be subtle and intellectual when required, too.

No use adding my address to this thing; it’s about to change, 
in fact, by the time you are reading this I’m somewhere in 
the west Texas desert, commencing the study of guided missile
technology.

gee you on the moon...

ART RAPP

P.S. to O.E.: Give Nangee page credit for her poem.


